fﬂi(‘II/ ‘General and the Jew’

By Leo Seligsohn

“The General and the Jew,” which had its
premiere last night at the Arena ers The-
ater in East Farmingdale, is set in “Fiddler on
the Roof” country, a 1910 shtet! (small village)
in Czarist Russia where Jews live in constant

fear of pogroms and continual hope of emigra-

tion to America. There the similarity ends.
“Fiddler” was a musical. “The General and the

Jew” is a libretto. With its epic portrayal of

good and evil, magical overtones and back-
gmund interludes of Russian and Jewish mu-
sic, the evening is spon awash in melodramatic

posturin of an opera.
plgot has & sterybeok simplicity. Ma

SchiMel a Jew in his 20s, has returned to his

fan;ﬂ aﬁerspendingmastofhisli’eiuthe
which conscripted him as a child.

H.il e‘im gemdshlp with a Russian general

agms in hand when a malicious cossack,

fenily avpeinteetc Luad the police in the area,

people into Jail for dissbeying a minor, loug:
unenforced ordinanee barring Jews from
peddling at the fair in Minsk. Enlisting the
clout of his friend, the general, Schindel gets
the man freed and also gets hold of 250 black-
market emigration papers that will enable his
townspeople to leave for America. He is a hero.
But Ivan Ivanov, the villainous cossack, is fu-
rious and VOWS vengeance upon couragesus
Mayer Schindel, once his protector, the old,
terminally ill general, dies.

If this sounds like pretty heavy going, it is.
But it is to playwright Arthur Schwartz’ credit
that he displays an ear for dialogue and an eye
for the dramatic which breathes life into his
otherwise bigger-than-life, cardboard charac-

' s young Valf Brodsky, otie of the towns-

ters. Some of the lines which caught my fancy:
Schindel’s mother, m some of his inflat-
ed plans, says: “Listen te him, From the air he
makes knishes.” Or in the realm of epithets,
which abound: Schindel says: No tyranny is
stronger than determination; no coercion is
stronger than will. Ivanov, always constumed
in some shade of devil red, wastes few words.
"A law is a law,” he says.

The play’s biggest trouble is that its most in-
teresting aspect gets short shrift. That is the re-
lationship between the old gemeral, Alexis
Tarkov, who is a Christian, and Schindel, who
has served him as an adjutant. It is made clear
that that a strong father-son relationship devel-
oped but why and how is a mystery. The
al’s own family, ifhe has one, is never exp amed
and the general emerges merely as a handy plot
device. However, he is potentially one of the
play’s most interesting characters. As it is,
Schwartz, has partially developed him into a
three-dimensional character who offers the
evening’s only comic relief. He needles his doc-
l.jc:r aagré.ng he camfi;s thedsmell of death with

im; §nd, 88 2 man W oprl esh:mself lmw&

aiwayy done
by falk that he ma hvelo exm:.
But, ‘#ike Schindel; the rabbl Reb
and a few other characters, the genera] oﬁen
goes on talking long after he has anything
say.eligder the direction of Frederic DeFElE
the play attains tension and excitement in its
later scenes. The cast is uniformly good.
Leathery old James Daviies is well cast as the
feneral degpite a faint ess with his
neg last night, His booming bass projects con-
viviality as well as mmmand[ ohn te-
leone is an engaging Mayer Schinde
George Anderson a hiss-worthy Ivanov. e
General and the Jew” runs thrugh Nov. 25. /m



